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About the Archives:
• Over 400 private fonds 
• Official repository for McGill 

University records
• 6660 metres of records
• 700 boxes received annually



OUTLINEOUTLINEOUTLINEOUTLINE

• University records & family history
– Official records = facts about students
– Sources about the context of university life

• McGill Family
– Brief review of James McGill III

• Handout Review 
– Recommended sources



Key early dates… Key early dates… Key early dates… Key early dates… 

• Lectures begin medicine 1822-23
• McGill Medical Institution 1823
• Early evidence destroyed by 

Medical building fire 1907??
• Official opening June 24th 1829
• Women admitted 1884



Limitations?Limitations?Limitations?Limitations?

• Graduated or attended?

• Gaps in record-keeping

• Restrictions (personal information)

• Records about students vs. records by 
students?



Record TypesRecord TypesRecord TypesRecord Types

• Student cards, 
records, files

• Graduates lists
• Registers
• Calendars
• Class 

photographs

• Publications
• Snapshots, 

informal 
photographs

• Programs, 
ephemera about 
student life

• Personal Papers
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Old McGill 1898



McGill Hockey Team 1910McGill Hockey Team 1910McGill Hockey Team 1910McGill Hockey Team 1910



Royal Victoria College Basketball 1923Royal Victoria College Basketball 1923Royal Victoria College Basketball 1923Royal Victoria College Basketball 1923



The

McGill

Smoking

Campaign –

To raise 

funds

for the new

Currie Gym,

1939



Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898









In their own voice…In their own voice…In their own voice…In their own voice…



Annie Holiday Annie Holiday Annie Holiday Annie Holiday 
BA 1899, MA 1917BA 1899, MA 1917BA 1899, MA 1917BA 1899, MA 1917



Dear Parents,

“Before beginning my 
studies this evening I feel 
like visiting home. I have 
studied very hard this 
week sometimes 
discouraged sometimes 
encouraged. Whenever 
Friday night comes I 
always think of the prayer 
meeting in Rawdon and 
the people gathering for 
it…it always makes me 
feel more or less 
lonesome.”

1895 (nd)



“…we have got a great deal of work at 
McGill. Examinations are coming on & they 
don’t give us anytime to review they keep 
us busy till the very last moment with their 
lectures & new work.”

“…what is the use of me trying to collect 
the money for the rent.  They know I am a 
girl so they don’t mind.”

1896 (nd)



Publications:Publications:Publications:Publications:

McGill University 
Gazette 1873-1890

McGill Fortnightly 
1892-1898

McGill Outlook 1898-
1907

McGill Martlet 1908-
1911

University Magazine 
1900-1919

McGill Daily 1911-

Old McGill 1898-



Sketch by Leonard AshleySketch by Leonard AshleySketch by Leonard AshleySketch by Leonard Ashley



Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898Old McGill 1898



Protesting Vietnam War 1967 Protesting Vietnam War 1967 Protesting Vietnam War 1967 Protesting Vietnam War 1967 



McGill students on “harvest train” 1942McGill students on “harvest train” 1942McGill students on “harvest train” 1942McGill students on “harvest train” 1942



McGill McGill McGill McGill 
FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily

Is there a Is there a Is there a Is there a 
connection?connection?connection?connection?



McGill McGill McGill McGill 

m.

James (II)
b.1717

George
b. 1720

John (I)
b. 1721

David
b. 1723

Ninian
   ?

Margaret Gibson

James McGill (I)

Margaret
b. 1749

Isabel &
Rabina
b. 1752

Andrew
b. 1754

James (III)
b. 1744

FOUNDER OF
UNIVERSITY

Robert
b. 1748

m.

Son -
died
young

Janet
b. 1743

John (II)
b. 1746

Robert
b. 1757

Janet Craig

James Craig, Hammerman
admitted to Hammerman

Incorporation, 1687



McGill McGill McGill McGill ---- DesrivieresDesrivieresDesrivieresDesrivieres

m.

Charotte Guillimin
(Widow of Joseph Amable DesRivieres)

Francis Thomas Hippolyte Marie Josephe Marie Elizabeth

m. ?

James McGill Desrivieres

James McGill



Handout Handout Handout Handout –––– Review of Review of Review of Review of 
SourcesSourcesSourcesSources



About the MUAAbout the MUAAbout the MUAAbout the MUA

• Hours & Location:
– M-F 9:00-12:30 & 1:45-4:45
– McLennan Library Ground Floor (McTavish & 

Sherbrooke streets)
• Access Issues

– Restrictions
– Appointments recommended
– 398-3772 x 0446



University Resources* University Resources* University Resources* University Resources* 
for Family History for Family History for Family History for Family History 

• * Archival!! 
–Official Records (restrictions)
–Records created by students
–Photographs
–Yearbooks and Publications
–Plans and Drawings
–Private papers



Selected Published Selected Published Selected Published Selected Published 
SourcesSourcesSourcesSources

• Frost – institutional history
• Gillett - history of women at McGill
• Snell - history of Macdonald 

College
• MacDermot - hospital and nursing
• Fetherstonhaugh - history of McGill 

and world wars



Handout Handout Handout Handout –––– ReviewReviewReviewReview

• Suggested links
–MUA www.archives.mcgill.ca
–Canadian Archival Information 

Network (CAIN) www.cain-rcia.ca
–Canadian Archival Resources on the 

Internet 
www.usask.ca/archives/menu.html









Suggested Sources Suggested Sources Suggested Sources Suggested Sources ––––
McGill UniversityMcGill UniversityMcGill UniversityMcGill University

• Information Files
• McGill News
• Student Directories
• Old McGill
• Scrapbooks
• Calendars
• Programs and publications



Questions?Questions?Questions?Questions?


